Introduction
The Government of Montenegro adopted its first National Strategy for Sustainable Development (NSSD) in April 2007, together with an Action Plan for the period 2007 -2012 (Ministry of Tourism and Environmental Protection, 2007 . This national strategy was designed based on the guidelines and goals of then-current national strategic documents, the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD) (UNEP, 2005) , Agenda 21 recommendations (UN, 1992) , the Johannesburg Plan for Implementation (UN WSSD, 2001) , the Millennium Declaration (UN, 2000) , and the conclusions and recommendations of the UN Commission for Sustainable Development (CSD) (UN CSD, 2001 ).
Since then, many changes have taken place in Montenegro, particularly in terms of reforms related to EU accession (Đurović, 2017a,b) and harmonization of national legislation with the EU Acquis on environment and climate change (Government of Montenegro, 2016) . Moreover, new sustainable development initiatives have been launched regionally (e.g., the revision of the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (UNEP, 2016)) and globally (Sachs, 2012) , prompting the need for a thorough revision of the NSSD.
In September 2015, world leaders adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (hereafter UN 2030 Agenda) -including 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 targets -to end poverty, fight inequality and injustice, and tackle climate change (UN, 2015) . This Agenda, built upon the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), was developed through a participatory process over a threeyear period (Sachs, 2013) .
Although not legally binding, the UN 2030 Agenda is intended as the reference point for international development, calling on governments to translate the global SDGs into national targets and policies, to formulate a clear, long-term vision of national development (Lucas et al., 2016) and to set country-specific goals, targets and priorities depending on national conditions and capabilities (Weitz et al., 2015) .
In As such, transposing the global SDGs into national policy is a fundamental step to ensure national-level monitoring of countries' progress towards sustainable development. According to Allen et al., (2016) , "Integrated, nationally-owned SDG strategies will be at the centre of national efforts to implement the new sustainable development agenda". Given the importance of country-level engagement and ownership in tracking SDG indicators, national review processes are a crucial step in validating and refining the global indicator framework.
The aims of this paper are to 1) provide an overview of the process of transposing the UN 2030 Agenda within the policy context of Montenegro, which is described in further details in the National Strategy for Sustainable Development (NSSD 2030) (MSDT, 2016b), 2) extensively describe the work conducted to set-up the suggested NSSD 2030 monitoring and reporting framework, and 3) assess Montenegro's capacity to measure SDG indicators, now and in the coming years, for tracking success in delivering on the SDGs by 2030. The paper concludes by recommending and discussing necessary steps for effective implementation of the NSSD 2030 in Montenegro.
The research is presented in four segments: a) Montenegro's NSSD revision through the prism of setting-up an integrated monitoring system; b) results of mapping and content analysis for multiple indicators (SDG, national, international and proposed composite indicators); c) analysis of needs, importance, and main challenges of an integrated monitoring framework; and d) conclusions.
To our knowledge, this paper represents one of the first studies dealing with the national-level transposition of the global UN 2030 Agenda.
Methodology: Montenegro's NSSD revision

Setting the stage: steps, targets and timeline of the NSSD revision
The Government of Montenegro first initiated the revision of its NSSD after the Rio + 20 Conference. The process involved several steps: expert baseline assessments, literature review, analysis of related studies and best practices, secondary data collection, analysis and integration of national sectorial documents including the 2015 national document "Platform for Development of the NSSD 2014-2020" (CEED, 2015) , and the development of the NSSD structure and compilation methodology. Environmental Science and Policy 84 (2018) 159-169 
